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Marathas in Shivaji's time, but they constituted the chief strength
of the army, both in the ranks and file. The Brahman com-
mandefs under Shivaji were as brave in generalship as any
Maratha commander. This continued to be the case under the
early Peshwas. The greatest Maratha commanders were trained
in the school of the first Bajirao Peshwa. When the great Maratha
families, who served under Bajirao, established themselves in
distant provinces as virtual rulers, and became so powerful as to
threaten the safety of central authority, it was an aim of state
policy at Poona to create an equipoise of Brahman commanders
in the South, and the Patwardhans and the Fadkes, the Rastes and
the Gokhales, rose to command, but they never could hold their
own against the armies of positions of Shinde and Holkar. The
rivalry thus set up, however, proved, among other causes, most
harmful to the general interest
It will thus be seen that in all the points* in which the prin-
ciples of government laid down by Shivaji were departed from by
his successors, we can trace the cause of the weakness and
decline of the Maratha power long before it came in conflict
with British authority in India, That authority, when it obtained
supremacy, gave its deliberate preference to the principles laid
down by Shivaji over those which found favour with his succes-
sors. British rule in India is carried on the principle of enforcing
a complete separation of the Civil from the Military department
and a due subordination of the latter to the forma:. It insists
upon cash payments for services rendered, and declines to make
grants of lands by way of assignment for military or other ser-
vices. Jt refuses to recognize any hereditary claims to public
offices, high or low. The government is carried on by Boards and
Councils, and not by the unfettered discretion of a single ruler.
It collects its land revenue by its own paid agency, and never
farms it out to the old Zamindars or farmers. It als<3 provides
for a due distribution of offices among all classes of its subjects.
As a consequence of the observance of these maxims of state
policy, a handful of Englishmen have been able to govern the
whole country in a way that strikes both native and foreign
students of its administration as a marvellous feat of statesman-
ship. The wisdom of Shivaji's principles has been thus vindicated,
not only by the success which he himself achieved, but by the success
which has attended the efforts of those who built their power upon
the ruins of the confederacy which he had tried to knit together, and
which broke up chiefly because Shivaji's successors departed from
the lines of policy laid down by him for their guidance.